You will create a phylum key to increase your understanding of the animal phyla. By
organizing the characteristics into eight phyla, you will then have a key to assist you with
determining which phylum is represented by the pictures that follow.
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*Hints: There are 5 phyla with “Complete digestive tract with two ends”(B5)
There are 2 phyla with “Digestive tract with the entrance being the exit”(E3)

There are 3 phyla with “Bilateral phylum that added segmentation”(Al)

Using the phylum characteristic table and the phylum key worksheet, create a phylum
key by writing the characteristics into the appropriate phylum. The number of lines in the
key represents the number of characteristics that belong to each phylum. A few have been

done for you.




Student Answer Sheet

Phylum Key
Porifera Cnidaria Platyhelminthes Annelida
L. H3 L. L. L.
2. 2. 2. 2.
3. 3. 3. 3.
4. 4. 4. 4.
5. 5. 5 Cl 5.
6.

Arthropoda Mollusca Echinodermata Chordata
L. L. L. L.
2. 2. 2. 2.
3. 3. 3. 3.
4. 4. 4. 4.
5. 5. 5. 5.
6. 6. 6. 6.
7. 7.

*Hints: There are 5 phyla with “Complete digestive tract with two ends”(B5)
There are 2 phyla with “Digestive tract with the entrance being the exit”(E3)
There are 3 phyla with “Bilateral phylum that added segmentation”(Al)




