DOCUMENTS of FREEDOM
History, Government & Economics through Primary Sources

Unit: The Tradition of Rights
Reading: The Progressive Era
Activity: Founders vs. Progressives – Take a Stand

Handout A: Founders vs. Progressives Quote Cards

1

“We hold these truths to
be self-evident, that all
men are created equal,
that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness.That to secure
these rights, Governments
are instituted among Men,
deriving their just powers
from the consent of the
governed.”

3

“Can the liberties of a
nation be sure when we
remove their only firm basis,
a conviction in the minds
of the people, that these
liberties are a gift from
God?”

2

“Personal liberty is at last
an uncrowned, dethroned
king, with no one to do
him reverence. …We are no
longer frightened by that
ancient bogy — ’paternalism
in government.’ We affirm
boldly, it is the business
of government to be just
that — paternal. ...Nothing
human can be foreign to a
true government.”

4

“Better the occasional faults
of a government that lives
in a spirit of charity than
the consistent omissions of
a government frozen in the
ice of its own indifference.”
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5

“Is life so dear, or peace so
sweet, as to be purchased
at the price of chains and
slavery? Forbid it, Almighty
God! I know not what
course others may take; but
as for me, give me liberty or
give me death!”

7

“This is not a contest
between persons. The
humblest citizen in all the
land, when clad in the
armor of a righteous cause,
is stronger than all the hosts
of error.”

6

“[N]atural liberty is a gift of
the beneficent Creator, to
the whole human race; and
… civil liberty is founded in
that; and cannot be wrested
from any people, without
the most manifest violation
of justice. Civil liberty is only
natural liberty, modified and
secured by the sanctions of
civil society.”

8

“In questions of power,
then, let no more be heard
of confidence in man,
but bind him down from
mischief by the chains of the
Constitution.”
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9

“As a man is said to have
a right to his property, he
may be equally said to have
a property in his rights.
Where an excess of power
prevails, property of no
sort is duly respected. No
man is safe in his opinions,
his person, his faculties, or
his possessions.”

11

“Our country has
deliberately undertaken a
great social and economic
experiment, noble in
motive and far-reaching in
purpose."

10

“For it is very clear that
in fundamental theory
socialism and democracy
are almost if not quite
one and the same. They
both rest at bottom upon
the absolute right of the
community to determine
its own destiny and that
of its members. Men as
communities are supreme
over men as individuals.”

12

“The doctrine of ‘personal
liberty’ as applied to the
use of liquor has been
over-worked by the liquor
men. As a matter of fact,
there is no such thing as
an absolute individual
right to do any particular
thing, or to eat or drink any
particular thing, or to enjoy
the association of one's
own family, or even to live,
if that thing is in conflict
with ‘the law of public
necessity.’”
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